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BOOKTOBER
AT THE EXCHANGE

CRY WHEN THE
BABY CRIES:

AN EVENING WITH
BECKY BARNICOAT
AND LIZ BERRY

Tuesday 14 October, 6pm - 7.30pm,
The Exchange, Centenary Square
Tickets: £10

URBAN SERMON
witH BOHDAN PIASECKI

Monday 13th October, 7pm - 8.30pm,
Birmingham Cathedral
£10/£8 (concs)

The Urban Sermon invites celebrated authors
with a particular connection to the city, into
Birmingham Cathedral for a special, one-off
event to talk about some of the pressing issues
of our time. This year’s Urban Sermon will

be delivered by Forward Prize-winning poet
Bohdan Piasecki.

Join us for a performance of new work created
especially for the Birmingham Literature
Festival. In this hybrid poetry performance
and talk, Bohdan will explore the interplay

of personal and national histories, of
responsibility and denial; an exploration

of good intentions behind big ideas, of the
resulting harm, and of its consequences. The
sermon shifts focus from individual choice
to political movements, from individual
relationships to social phenomena, and
directly confronts the familiar, reassuring
conviction that “this could never be me.”
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Join cartoonist Becky Barnicoat and award-
winning poet Liz Berry for an unmissable,
intimate evening exploring the chaos, wonder,
and delirium of early parenthood.

Becky’s darkly funny and insightful graphic
memoir Cry When the Baby Cries is a glorious
antidote to traditional parenting books, capturing
everything from hospital bags to toddler mayhem,
with honesty and wit. Alongside her, Liz shares
powerful, tender poems that give voice to the
transformative experience of new motherhood,
from its darkest hours to its brightest joys.

Together, they’ll explore how creative
expression can help make sense of the wild,
beautiful puzzle of parenthood.

Presented in partnership with Birmingham
Literature Festival.

STORIE:

EXPERIMENTS IN
WORKING CLASS PROSE

Thursday 16 October, 7pm start,

Kilder Bar Digheth

Free entry but booking required. Please reserve a ticket on
Voce Books’ Eventhrite page

Hear from a line-up of West Midlands-based
writers as they step up to the mic at Digbeth-
based new writing night STORIE for a curated
evening of EXPERIMENTS IN WORKING
CLASS PROSE.

Selected from their first ever open submissions
call —and in direct response to the sobering

data released by the Sutton Report in 2024 that
people from working class backgrounds are 4
times less likely to pursue careers in the creative
industries — Birmingham writers and co-curators
of STORIE Taylor Burns and Clive Judd introduce
new working class writers from the region all
experimenting at the boundaries of prose: expect
narrative detour, formal invention, and a proper
celebration of West Midlands writing all set
under the arch of Digbeth’s Kilder Bar.

STORIE is a bi-monthly experimental prose night
co-curated by Birmingham-based writers Taylor
Burns and Clive Judd and hosted in association
with Voce Books and Kilder Bar. Founded in
2023, STORIE has played host to ten events
across two seasons, platforming over 40 writers
from the West Midlands region & beyond.
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SATURDAY
18 OCTOBER
READERS'DAY

Saturday 18th Octoher, 10am - 3.30pm,
Priory Rooms, 40 Bull Street, Birmingham, B4 6AF
Tickets: £35 toinclude tea and coffee

JOIN FELLOW READERS
TO ENJOY A MINI
FESTIVAL IN A DAY.

Devote a day to books as we hear from six
brilliant writers in panel conversations and
smaller discussion groups.

We're delighted to welcome an exceptional
line-up; Ingrid Persaud, Sean Lusk, Lottie
Hazell, Natalie Marlow, Marianne Cronin and
Sasha Butler bringing us a brilliant catalogue
of books perfect for book club choices and as
individual reads.

We'll be hearing from these authors in
conversation during two separate panel
discussions; morning and afternoon. Each
panel is then followed by a smaller discussion
session. You'll be asked to select your two
group sessions at Registration, at the start of
the Readers’ Day.

There will also be the opportunity to buy
books and have them signed.

Our Readers’ Day takes place in the Lower
Lobby of Priory Rooms in central Birmingham,
in fully accessible rooms. Coffee and tea will
be available as part of your ticket throughout
the day. Lunch will not be provided, but there
are plenty of options close by, or you are
welcome to bring your own.

Sasha Butler is a Birmingham based writer.
Her first novel, The Marriage Contract is
published in early October 2025 and was
shortlisted for the Cheshire Novel Prize 2022
and the Bath Novel Award 2022 under the
former title, As Soft as Dreams. She also
writes short stories. Her story Map of an Affair
featured in Floodgate Press’ anthology, Night
Time Economy. In her spare time, Sasha
enjoys exploring National Trust properties and
planning trips to far-flung places. She lives
with her partner in a little apartment with an
ever-growing collection of books and plants.

Marianne Cronin is the author of The One
Hundred Years of Lenni and Margot, voted ‘most
uplifting book of 2021’ by The Independent.

It won the American Library Association

Alex Award, has been translated into over 25
languages and has been optioned by a Hollywood
studio. Her second novel, Eddie Winston is
Looking for Love, is set in Birmingham. Marianne
completed her PhD in applied linguistics at the
University of Birmingham before becoming a
writer and now lives in the West Midlands with
her family and her cat.
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Lottie Hazell is a writer, contemporary literature
scholar, and board game designer living in
Warwickshire. She holds a PhD in Creative
Writing from Loughborough University and her
research considers food writing in twenty-first
century fiction. Piglet is her first novel. It was

a New York Times, Stylist, Good Housekeeping,
Dazed and Elle ‘Best Book of 2024'.

Sean Lusk is an award-winning short story
writer and novelist. He has lived in Greece,
Pakistan and Egypt, working as a gardener,
speechwriter and diplomatic official. He now
lives in the Scottish Highlands. The Second
Sight of Zachary Cloudesley, his debut novel,
(Penguin, 2022) was shortlisted for the
Scottish National Book Awards debut of the
year and longlisted for the Walter Scott Prize
for historical fiction. His latest, A Woman of
Opinion, about the remarkable life of Lady
Mary Wortley Montagu, was published in 2024
and described by the Sunday Times as ‘witty,
insightful and moving.’

Natalie Marlow is a historical crime novelist with
a fascination for the people and landscapes of
the Midlands. Born into a family of storytellers,
she takes inspiration from the colourful stories
her grandparents told. Her debut novel,
Needless Alley, starring private detective
William Garrett, received glowing reviews from
press and readers alike, as did the second in the
series, The Red Hollow. Natalie holds an MA

in Creative Writing from the University of East
Anglia and is currently working on the next book
in the William Garrett series.

LOVEAFTERIOVE.

1

NADPERSAN

Ingrid Persaud was born in Trinidad. Her debut
novel, Love After Love, won the Costa First
Novel Award 2020, Author’s Club First Novel
Award 2021, Indie Book Awards for Fiction
2021. She also won the BBC National Short
Story Award in 2018 and the Commonwealth
Short Story Prize in 2017. Her second novel,
The Lost Love Songs of Boysie Singh was
published by Faber in 2024 and has been
shortlisted for the 2025 Encore Award.
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FESTIVAL
PLANNER

THURSDAY SATURDAY
9 OCTOBER 11 OCTOBER

BAD ROMANCE

WITH CAROLINE LEA
AND KAT DUNN
Thursday 9th October, 6pm - 7pm,
Birmingham Rep: The Door
Tickets: £8/£6.40 (concs)
PAGE 6

HOW THE WORLD EATS
WITH JULIAN BAGGINI
Thursday 9th October, 6.30pm - 7.30pm,
Birmingham Rep: The Studio

Tickets: £10/£8 (concs)

PAGE 6

THE PRICE OF LIFE WITH
JENNY KLEEMAN

Thursday 9th October, 8pm - 9pm,
Birmingham Rep: The Door

Tickets: £8/£6.40 (concs)

PAGE 7

FRIDAY
10 OCTOBER

BIRMINGHAM ON THE
PAGE WITH KASIM ALI
AND KEIRAN GODDARD
Friday 10th October, 6pm - 7pm,
Birmingham Rep: The Door

Tickets: £8/£6.40 (concs)

PAGE 8

THE NEW AGE OF SEXISM
WITH LAURA BATES

Friday 10th October, 6.30pm - 7.30pm,
Birmingham Rep: The Studio

Tickets: £10/£8 (concs)

PAGE 8

THE LOST GIRLS OF AUTISM
WITH GINA RIPPON

Friday 10th October, 8pm - 9pm,
Birmingham Rep: The Door

Tickets: £8/£6.40 (concs)

PAGE 9

THE PROOF OF MY
INNOCENCE WITH
JONATHAN COE

Friday 10th October, 8.30pm - 9.30pm,
Birmingham Rep: The Studio

Tickets: £10/£8 (concs)

PAGE 11

WORKSHOP: CRIME FICTION
WITH NATALIE MARLOW
Saturday 11th October, 10am - 12pm, The
Exchange, Tickets: £30, bursaries available
PAGE 12

WORKSHOP: TRANSLATING
SOUTH ASIAN LITERATURE:
A FEMINIST APPROACH
Saturday 11th October, 10am - 12pm, The
Exchange, Tickets: £15/£7.50 concessions
PAGE 12

WORKSHOP: EDITING YOUR
WORK WITH KASIM ALI
Saturday 11th October, 1pm - 3pm,

The Exchange,

Tickets: £30, bursaries available

PAGE 13

WORKSHOP: SHORT
STORIES WITH LISA
BLOWER

Saturday 11 0ctober, 1pm - 3pm,
The Exchange,

Tickets: £30, bursaries available
PAGE 13

BOOK LAUNCH: FEMINIST
LITERARY TRANSLATION
Saturday 11th October, 2pm - 3.30pm,
The Exchange, Tickets: Free, but booking
required (includes free book).

PAGE 14

THE EMMA PRESS
SHOWCASE

Saturday 11th October, 4pm - 5pm,
The Exchange,

Tickets: Free, but hooking required
PAGE 15

REGIONAL WRITERS MEET
UP WITH LISA BLOWER
Saturday 11th October, 10.30am - 12pm,
Birmingham Rep: The Studio

Tickets: Free, but hooking required
PAGE 16

CLIMATE JUSTICE WITH
SELINA NWULU

Saturday 11th October, 11am - 12pm,
Birmingham Rep: The Door

Tickets: £8/£6.40 (concs)

PAGE 16

VANISHED WITH

SADIAH QURESHI

Saturday 11th October, 1pm - 2pm,
Birmingham Rep: The Door

Tickets: £8/£6.40 (concs)

PAGE 17

MIKE GAYLE: A
RETROSPECTIVE

Saturday 11th October, 2.30pm - 3.30pm,
Birmingham Rep: The Studio

Tickets: £10/£8 (concs)

PAGE 17

FEMALE PILGRIMAGE
WITH JOANNA POCOCK
AND PHOEBE SMITH
Saturday 11th October, 3pm - 4pm,
Birmingham Rep: The Door

Tickets: £8/£6.40 (concs)

PAGE 19

COLONIAL COUNTRYSIDE
Saturday 11th October, 4.30pm - 5.30pm,
Birmingham Rep: The Studio

Tickets: £10/£8 (concs)

PAGE 20

WHAT IT MEANS TO
BELONG WITH DALIA
AL-DUJAILI AND S JKIM
Saturday 11th October, 5pm - 6pm,
Birmingham Rep: The Door

£8/£6.40 (concs)

PAGE 21

THE BEST OF EVERYTHING
WITH KIT DE WAAL
Saturday 11th October, 6.30pm - 7.30pm,
Birmingham Rep: The Studio

Tickets: £10/£8 (concs)

PAGE 21

MALCOLM X:

A DEEPER PURPOSE
Saturday 11th October, 7pm - 8pm,
Birmingham Rep: The Door

Tickets: £8/£6.40 (concs)

PAGE 23
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VOICES OF RESILIENCE
Saturday 11th October, 8pm - 9.30pm,
Birmingham Rep: The Studio

Tickets: £10/£8

PAGE 24

POETRY ON DEMAND
WITH BRADLEY TAYLOR
Birmingham Rep, 12pm - 9pm
Tickets: Free, no hooking required
PAGE 24

SUNDAY
12 OCTOBER

WORKSHOP: POETRY
WITH JO BELL

Sunday 12th October, 10.30am
-12.30pm, Royal Birmingham
Conservatoire, £30, bursaries available
PAGE 34

WORKSHOP: MEMOIR
WITH ANNA LAWRENCE
Sunday 12th October, 10,30am
-12.30pm, Royal Birmingham
Conservatoire, £30, hursaries available
PAGE 34

WORKSHOP: WRITING
GRIEF WITH JAMES
MCDERMOTT

Sunday 12th October, 1.30pm - 3.30pm,
Royal Birmingham Conservatoire

£30, bursaries available

PAGE 35

WORKSHOP: CREATIVE
NON-FICTION WITH
NATHALIE OLAH

Sunday 12th October, 1.30pm - 3.30pm,
Royal Birmingham Conservatoire

£30, bursaries availahle

PAGE 35

THE QUIET LIVES OF
WORKING-CLASS MEN
WITH ANTHONY SHAPLAND
AND JAMES MCDERMOTT
Sunday 12th October, 12pm - 1pm, Royal
Birmingham Conservatoire; The Jazz Club,
Tickets: £8/£6.40 (concs)

PAGE 25

BOATER WITH JO BELL
Sunday 12th October, 1.30pm - 2.30pm,
Royal Birmingham Conservatoire: The
Recital Hall, Tickets: £10/£8 (concs)
PAGE 27

FALLING THROUGH

THE CRACKS WITH
SHADY LEWIS AND
TAWSEEF KHAN

Sunday 12th October, 2pm - 3pm, Royal
Birmingham Conservatoire: The Jazz
Club, Tickets: £8/£6.40 (concs)

PAGE 28

SEARCHING FOR MY
SLAVE ROOTS WITH
MALIK AL NASIR

Sunday 12th October, 3.30pm - 4.30pm,
Royal Birmingham Conservatoire: The
Recital Hall, Tickets: £10/£8 (concs)
PAGE 29

ART UNDER CAPITALISM
WITH NATHALIE OLAH
AND JESS SHANNON
Sunday 12th October, 4pm - 5pm, Royal
Birmingham Conservatoire: The Jazz Club
Tickets: £8/£6.40 (concs)

PAGE 30

RETHINKING THE
NUCLEAR FAMILY WITH
NICOLA SLAWSON AND
ADAM FERNER

Sunday 12th October, 5.30pm - 6.30pm,
The The Recital Hall: Royal Birmingham
Conservatoire, Tickets: £10/£8 (concs)
PAGE 31

VERVE OPEN DOOR X BLF
Sunday 12th October, 6pm - 7.30pm,
Royal Birmingham Conservatoire: The Jazz
Club, Tickets: Free, but hooking required
PAGE 31

THE BIG PAYBACK WITH
MARCUS RYDER

Sunday 12th October, 7.30pm - 8.30pm,
Royal Birmingham Conservatoire: The
The Recital Hall, Tickets: £10/£8 (concs)
PAGE 33

POETRY ON DEMAND
WITH BRADLEY TAYLOR
Royal Birmingham Conservatoire, 12pm -
9pm Tickets: Free, no hooking required
PAGE 24

BY PHONE: 0333 666 3366

A GUIDED JOURNEY
THROUGH THE INFERNAL
GARDEN WITH GREGORY
LEADBETTER

Sunday 12th October, 8pm - 9pm, Royal
Birmingham Conservatoire: The Jazz Club
Tickets: £8/£6.40 (concs)

PAGE 33

MONDAY
13 OCTOBER

URBAN SERMON WITH
BOHDAN PIASECKI
Monday 13th October, 7pm - 8.30pm,
Birmingham Cathedral

Tickets: £10/£8 (concs)

PAGE 36

TUESDAY

14 OCTOBER

BOOKTOBER AT

THE EXCHANGE
Tuesday 14 October, 6pm - 7.30pm,
The Exchange, Tickets: £10

PAGE 36

THURSDAY
16 OCTOBER

STORIE: EXPERIMENTS IN
WORKING CLASS PROSE
Thursday 16 October, 7pm start, Kilder
Bar Digheth, Free entry but hooking
required. PAGE 37

SATURDAY
18 OCTOBER

READERS'DAY WITH
INGRID PERSAUD, SEAN
LUSK,LOTTIE HAZELL,
NATALIE MARLOW,
MARIANNE CRONIN AND
SASHA BUTLER

10am - 3.30pm, Priory Rooms,

40 Bull Street, Birmingham, B4 6AF
Tickets: £35to include tea and coffee
PAGE 38

ONLINE: BIRMINGHAMLITERATUREFESTIVAL.ORG

IN PERSON: TICKETS AVAILABLE ON THE DOOR
UPTO | HOUR BEFORE THE EVENT TIME.
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Mon 29 Sep
Sat 4 Oct

birmingham-rep.co.

POETRY
FESTIVAL

POETRY - SPOKEN WORD - WORKSHOPS - BOOKS

RETURNING NEXT YEAR

12th-15th FEBRUARY 2026
BIRMINGHAM UK

https://vervepoetryfestival.com




\//E N U ES THE FULL ADDRESSES OF OUR EVENT LOCATIONS ARE:

‘ BIRMINGHAM REP . PRIORY ROOMS
6 Centenary Square, Birmingham, B1 2EP 40 Bull Street, Birmingham, B4 6AF

THE EXCHANGE ROYAL BIRMINGHAM CONSERVATOIRE
3 Gentenary Square, Birmingham, B12DR 200 Jennens Road, Birmingham, B4 7XR

BIRMINGHAM CATHEDRAL KILDER
Colmore Row, Birmingham, B3 20B 5 Shaws Passage, Digheth, Birmingham, B3 5JG

HAGL EY ROAD
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BOOKING INFORMATION

Booking is via TicketSource, available on our website.

BY PHONE: 0333 666 3366
ONLINE: BIRMINGHAMLITERATUREFESTIVAL.ORG

IN PERSON: TICKETS AVAILABLE ON THE DOOR UP TO | HOUR
BEFORE THE EVENT TIME.

ACCESSIBILITY

We want to make sure the festival is as accessible as possible — all of our events will be hosted
in accessible spaces.

We do not want cost to be a barrier so we have deliberately kept prices low and the same as last year.

We have bursaries available for events and workshops. Contact info@writingwestmidlands.org
if you would like to request a bursary ticket.

We are partnering with Transport for West Midlands to offer all festival attendees the opportunity
for free bus travel to festival events.

FOLLOW US & JOIN THE CONVERSATION ONLINE AT:
0l /BHAMLITFEST

¥ @BHAMLITFEST

@BHAMLITFEST
BIRMINGHAMLITERATUREFESTIVAL.ORG

THANK YOU TO OUR FUNDERS, PARTNERS, COLLEAGUES, SUPPORTERS,
BOARD OF TRUSTEES,AND OUR WONDERFUL TEAM OF VOLUNTEERS
FOR MAKING THIS FESTIVAL POSSIBLE.

Photos: Bob McDevitt, Irina Zoteeva, lone Saizar, Phoebe Smith, Rama Lee, Simon Weller, Gary Calton,
Myah Jeffers, Rosie Collins, Stephen Burke, Rosi A Mills-Smith, Ross Waldron, Michal lwanowski,
Mark Hannant, Lee Allen, Zak Grant, Beth Gilbert, Rachel Slawson, Hayley Benoit

BIRMINGHAM LITERATURE FESTIVAL

IS A PROJECT OF WRITING WEST MIDLANDS.

Writing West Midlands is the literature development agency for the region.
Charity no. 1147710. Supported by Arts Council England.
www.writingwestmidlands.org.
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