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Monday 13 October tuesday 14 October

Urban Sermon
with Bohdan Piasecki 
Monday 13th October, 7pm – 8.30pm,
Birmingham Cathedral
£10/£8 (concs)

The Urban Sermon invites celebrated authors 
with a particular connection to the city, into 
Birmingham Cathedral for a special, one-off 
event to talk about some of the pressing issues 
of our time. This year’s Urban Sermon will 
be delivered by Forward Prize-winning poet 
Bohdan Piasecki. 

Join us for a performance of new work created 
especially for the Birmingham Literature 
Festival. In this hybrid poetry performance 
and talk, Bohdan will explore the interplay 
of personal and national histories, of 
responsibility and denial; an exploration 
of good intentions behind big ideas, of the 
resulting harm, and of its consequences. The 
sermon shifts focus from individual choice 
to political movements, from individual 
relationships to social phenomena, and 
directly confronts the familiar, reassuring 
conviction that “this could never be me.” 

BOOKTOBER 
at The Exchange 

Cry when the 
baby cries: 
an evening with

Becky Barnicoat 
and Liz Berry
Tuesday 14 October, 6pm – 7.30pm, 
The Exchange, Centenary Square
Tickets: £10 
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tuesday 14 October

Join cartoonist Becky Barnicoat and award-
winning poet Liz Berry for an unmissable, 
intimate evening exploring the chaos, wonder, 
and delirium of early parenthood. 

Becky’s darkly funny and insightful graphic 
memoir Cry When the Baby Cries is a glorious 
antidote to traditional parenting books, capturing 
everything from hospital bags to toddler mayhem, 
with honesty and wit. Alongside her, Liz shares 
powerful, tender poems that give voice to the 
transformative experience of new motherhood, 
from its darkest hours to its brightest joys. 

Together, they’ll explore how creative 
expression can help make sense of the wild, 
beautiful puzzle of parenthood.

Presented in partnership with Birmingham 
Literature Festival. 

STORIE: 
EXPERIMENTS IN 
WORKING CLASS PROSE 
Thursday 16 October, 7pm start,  
Kilder Bar Digbeth  
Free entry but booking required. Please reserve a ticket on 
Voce Books’ Eventbrite page

Hear from a line-up of West Midlands-based 
writers as they step up to the mic at Digbeth-
based new writing night STORIE for a curated 
evening of EXPERIMENTS IN WORKING 
CLASS PROSE.

Selected from their first ever open submissions 
call – and in direct response to the sobering 
data released by the Sutton Report in 2024 that 
people from working class backgrounds are 4 
times less likely to pursue careers in the creative 
industries – Birmingham writers and co-curators 
of STORIE Taylor Burns and Clive Judd introduce 
new working class writers from the region all 
experimenting at the boundaries of prose: expect 
narrative detour, formal invention, and a proper 
celebration of West Midlands writing all set 
under the arch of Digbeth’s Kilder Bar. 

STORIE is a bi-monthly experimental prose night 
co-curated by Birmingham-based writers Taylor 
Burns and Clive Judd and hosted in association 
with Voce Books and Kilder Bar. Founded in 
2023, STORIE has played host to ten events 
across two seasons, platforming over 40 writers 
from the West Midlands region & beyond. 

THURsday 16 October



38 Book by phone 0333 666 3366@bhamlitfest #BLF25

Saturday 18th October, 10am – 3.30pm, 
Priory Rooms, 40 Bull Street, Birmingham, B4 6AF 
Tickets: £35 to include tea and coffee

Sasha Butler is a Birmingham based writer. 
Her fi rst novel, The Marriage Contract is 
published in early October 2025 and was 
shortlisted for the Cheshire Novel Prize 2022 
and the Bath Novel Award 2022 under the 
former title, As Soft as Dreams. She also 
writes short stories. Her story Map of an Affair 
featured in Floodgate Press’ anthology, Night 
Time Economy. In her spare time, Sasha 
enjoys exploring National Trust properties and 
planning trips to far-fl ung places. She lives 
with her partner in a little apartment with an 
ever-growing collection of books and plants.

Marianne Cronin is the author of The One 
Hundred Years of Lenni and Margot, voted ‘most 
uplifting book of 2021’ by The Independent. 
It won the American Library Association 
Alex Award, has been translated into over 25 
languages and has been optioned by a Hollywood 
studio. Her second novel, Eddie Winston is 
Looking for Love, is set in Birmingham. Marianne 
completed her PhD in applied linguistics at the 
University of Birmingham before becoming a 
writer and now lives in the West Midlands with 
her family and her cat. 

Saturday 
18 October
Readers’ Day

Devote a day to books as we hear from six 
brilliant writers in panel conversations and 
smaller discussion groups. 

We’re delighted to welcome an exceptional 
line-up; Ingrid Persaud, Sean Lusk, Lottie 
Hazell, Natalie Marlow, Marianne Cronin and 
Sasha Butler bringing us a brilliant catalogue 
of books perfect for book club choices and as 
individual reads. 

We’ll be hearing from these authors in 
conversation during two separate panel 
discussions; morning and afternoon. Each 
panel is then followed by a smaller discussion 
session. You’ll be asked to select your two 
group sessions at Registration, at the start of 
the Readers’ Day. 

There will also be the opportunity to buy 
books and have them signed. 

Our Readers’ Day takes place in the Lower 
Lobby of Priory Rooms in central Birmingham, 
in fully accessible rooms. Coffee and tea will 
be available as part of your ticket throughout 
the day. Lunch will not be provided, but there 
are plenty of options close by, or you are 
welcome to bring your own.

Join fellow readers 
to enjoy a mini 
festival in a day. 
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Lottie Hazell is a writer, contemporary literature 
scholar, and board game designer living in 
Warwickshire. She holds a PhD in Creative 
Writing from Loughborough University and her 
research considers food writing in twenty-fi rst 
century fi ction. Piglet is her fi rst novel. It was 
a New York Times, Stylist, Good Housekeeping, 
Dazed and Elle ‘Best Book of 2024’.

Sean Lusk is an award-winning short story 
writer and novelist. He has lived in Greece, 
Pakistan and Egypt, working as a gardener, 
speechwriter and diplomatic offi cial. He now 
lives in the Scottish Highlands. The Second 
Sight of Zachary Cloudesley, his debut novel, 
(Penguin, 2022) was shortlisted for the 
Scottish National Book Awards debut of the 
year and longlisted for the Walter Scott Prize 
for historical fi ction. His latest, A Woman of 
Opinion, about the remarkable life of Lady 
Mary Wortley Montagu, was published in 2024 
and described by the Sunday Times as ‘witty, 
insightful and moving.’ 

Natalie Marlow is a historical crime novelist with 
a fascination for the people and landscapes of 
the Midlands. Born into a family of storytellers, 
she takes inspiration from the colourful stories 
her grandparents told. Her debut novel, 
Needless Alley, starring private detective 
William Garrett, received glowing reviews from 
press and readers alike, as did the second in the 
series, The Red Hollow. Natalie holds an MA 
in Creative Writing from the University of East 
Anglia and is currently working on the next book 
in the William Garrett series.

Ingrid Persaud was born in Trinidad. Her debut 
novel, Love After Love, won the Costa First 
Novel Award 2020, Author’s Club First Novel 
Award 2021, Indie Book Awards for Fiction 
2021. She also won the BBC National Short 
Story Award in 2018 and the Commonwealth 
Short Story Prize in 2017. Her second novel, 
The Lost Love Songs of Boysie Singh was 
published by Faber in 2024 and has been 
shortlisted for the 2025 Encore Award.
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Festival 
planner

Climate Justice with 
Selina Nwulu
Saturday 11th October, 11am – 12pm,  
Birmingham Rep: The Door 
Tickets: £8/£6.40 (concs)
page 16

Vanished with  
Sadiah Qureshi
Saturday 11th October, 1pm – 2pm, 
Birmingham Rep: The Door 
Tickets: £8/£6.40 (concs)
page 17

MIKE GAYLE: A 
RETROSPECTIVE
Saturday 11th October, 2.30pm – 3.30pm,  
Birmingham Rep: The Studio 
Tickets: £10/£8 (concs)
page 17

Female Pilgrimage 
with Joanna Pocock  
and Phoebe Smith 
Saturday 11th October, 3pm – 4pm, 
Birmingham Rep: The Door 
Tickets: £8/£6.40 (concs)
page 19

Colonial Countryside
Saturday 11th October, 4.30pm – 5.30pm,  
Birmingham Rep: The Studio 
Tickets: £10/£8 (concs)
page 20

WHAT IT MEANS TO 
BELONG with Dalia  
Al-Dujaili and S J Kim
Saturday 11th October, 5pm – 6pm, 
Birmingham Rep: The Door 
£8/£6.40 (concs)
page 21

The Best of Everything 
with Kit de Waal
Saturday 11th October, 6.30pm – 7.30pm, 
Birmingham Rep: The Studio  
Tickets: £10/£8 (concs)
page 21

Malcolm X:  
A Deeper Purpose 
Saturday 11th October, 7pm – 8pm,  
Birmingham Rep: The Door  
Tickets: £8/£6.40 (concs)
page 23

THURSday 
9 October

Bad Romance 
with Caroline Lea  
and Kat Dunn
Thursday 9th October, 6pm – 7pm,  
Birmingham Rep: The Door 
Tickets: £8/£6.40 (concs)
page 6

How the World Eats 
with Julian Baggini
Thursday 9th October, 6.30pm – 7.30pm,  
Birmingham Rep: The Studio 
Tickets: £10/£8 (concs)
page 6

The Price of Life with 
Jenny Kleeman
Thursday 9th October, 8pm – 9pm, 
Birmingham Rep: The Door 
Tickets: £8/£6.40 (concs)
page 7

Friday 
10 October

Birmingham on the 
Page with Kasim Ali 
and Keiran Goddard 
Friday 10th October, 6pm – 7pm, 
Birmingham Rep: The Door 
Tickets: £8/£6.40 (concs)
page 8

The New Age of Sexism 
with Laura Bates
Friday 10th October, 6.30pm – 7.30pm,  
Birmingham Rep: The Studio 
Tickets: £10/£8 (concs)
page 8

The Lost Girls of Autism  
with Gina Rippon
Friday 10th October, 8pm – 9pm,  
Birmingham Rep: The Door 
Tickets: £8/£6.40 (concs)
page 9

The Proof of My 
Innocence with 
Jonathan Coe
Friday 10th October, 8.30pm – 9.30pm, 
Birmingham Rep: The Studio 
Tickets: £10/£8 (concs)
page 11

Saturday 
11 October

Workshop: Crime Fiction 
with Natalie Marlow
Saturday 11th October, 10am – 12pm, The 
Exchange, Tickets: £30, bursaries available
page 12

Workshop: Translating 
South Asian Literature: 
A Feminist Approach 
Saturday 11th October, 10am – 12pm, The 
Exchange, Tickets: £15/£7.50 concessions
page 12

Workshop: Editing Your 
Work with Kasim Ali
Saturday 11th October, 1pm – 3pm,  
The Exchange,  
Tickets: £30, bursaries available
page 13

Workshop: Short 
Stories with Lisa 
Blower 
Saturday 11 October, 1pm – 3pm,  
The Exchange,  
Tickets: £30, bursaries available
page 13

Book Launch: Feminist 
Literary Translation
Saturday 11th October, 2pm – 3.30pm, 
The Exchange, Tickets: Free, but booking 
required (includes free book). 
page 14

The Emma Press 
Showcase
Saturday 11th October, 4pm – 5pm,  
The Exchange,  
Tickets: Free, but booking required
page 15

Regional Writers Meet 
Up with Lisa Blower
Saturday 11th October, 10.30am – 12pm, 
Birmingham Rep: The Studio 
Tickets: Free, but booking required
page 16
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Voices of Resilience
Saturday 11th October, 8pm – 9.30pm,  
Birmingham Rep: The Studio 
Tickets: £10/£8
page 24

Poetry on Demand 
with Bradley Taylor
Birmingham Rep, 12pm – 9pm  
Tickets: Free, no booking required
page 24

Sunday 
12 october

Workshop: Poetry 
with Jo Bell
Sunday 12th October, 10.30am 
– 12.30pm, Royal Birmingham 
Conservatoire, £30, bursaries available
page 34

Workshop: Memoir 
with Anna Lawrence
Sunday 12th October, 10,30am 
– 12.30pm, Royal Birmingham 
Conservatoire, £30, bursaries available
page 34

Workshop: Writing 
Grief with James 
McDermott
Sunday 12th October, 1.30pm – 3.30pm, 
Royal Birmingham Conservatoire 
£30, bursaries available
page 35

Workshop: Creative 
Non-Fiction with 
Nathalie Olah
Sunday 12th October, 1.30pm – 3.30pm, 
Royal Birmingham Conservatoire 
£30, bursaries available
page 35

The Quiet Lives of 
Working-Class Men  
with Anthony Shapland 
and James McDermott
Sunday 12th October, 12pm – 1pm, Royal 
Birmingham Conservatoire: The Jazz Club, 
Tickets: £8/£6.40 (concs)
page 25

Boater with Jo Bell
Sunday 12th October, 1.30pm – 2.30pm,  
Royal Birmingham Conservatoire: The 
Recital Hall, Tickets: £10/£8 (concs)
page 27

FALLING THROUGH  
THE CRACKS with  
Shady Lewis and 
Tawseef Khan 
Sunday 12th October, 2pm – 3pm, Royal 
Birmingham Conservatoire: The Jazz  
Club, Tickets: £8/£6.40 (concs)
page 28

Searching For My 
Slave Roots with 
Malik Al Nasir
Sunday 12th October, 3.30pm – 4.30pm, 
Royal Birmingham Conservatoire: The 
Recital Hall, Tickets: £10/£8 (concs)
page 29

Art Under Capitalism 
with Nathalie Olah  
and Jess Shannon 
Sunday 12th October, 4pm – 5pm, Royal 
Birmingham Conservatoire: The Jazz Club 
Tickets: £8/£6.40 (concs)
page 30

Rethinking the 
Nuclear Family with 
Nicola Slawson and 
Adam Ferner 
Sunday 12th October, 5.30pm – 6.30pm, 
The The Recital Hall: Royal Birmingham 
Conservatoire, Tickets: £10/£8 (concs)
page 31

Verve Open Door x BLF 
Sunday 12th October, 6pm – 7.30pm, 
Royal Birmingham Conservatoire: The Jazz 
Club, Tickets: Free, but booking required
page 31

The Big Payback with 
Marcus Ryder
Sunday 12th October, 7.30pm – 8.30pm, 
Royal Birmingham Conservatoire: The 
The Recital Hall, Tickets: £10/£8 (concs)
page 33

Poetry on Demand 
with Bradley Taylor
Royal Birmingham Conservatoire, 12pm – 
9pm Tickets: Free, no booking required
page 24

A Guided Journey 
through The Infernal 
Garden with Gregory 
Leadbetter
Sunday 12th October, 8pm – 9pm, Royal 
Birmingham Conservatoire: The Jazz Club 
Tickets: £8/£6.40 (concs)
page 33

monday 
13 october

Urban Sermon with 
Bohdan Piasecki 
Monday 13th October, 7pm – 8.30pm,  
Birmingham Cathedral 
Tickets: £10/£8 (concs)
page 36

tuesday 
14 october

BOOKTOBER at  
The Exchange 
Tuesday 14 October, 6pm – 7.30pm,  
The Exchange, Tickets: £10
page 36

thursday 
16 october

STORIE: EXPERIMENTS IN 
WORKING CLASS PROSE 
Thursday 16 October, 7pm start, Kilder 
Bar Digbeth, Free entry but booking 
required. page 37

Saturday 
18 October

Readers’ Day with 
Ingrid Persaud, Sean 
Lusk, Lottie Hazell, 
Natalie Marlow, 
Marianne Cronin and 
Sasha Butler
10am – 3.30pm, Priory Rooms,  
40 Bull Street, Birmingham, B4 6AF  
Tickets: £35 to include tea and coffee
page 38

By phone: 0333 666 3366
Online: birminghamliteraturefestival.org
In person: tickets available on the door  
UP TO 1 HOUR before the event time.

Booking
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Venues The full addresses of our event locations are:

1  � Birmingham Rep
	� 6 Centenary Square, Birmingham, B1 2EP

2  � The Exchange
	 3 Centenary Square, Birmingham, B1 2DR

3   Birmingham Cathedral
	 Colmore Row, Birmingham, B3 2QB

4  �� Priory Rooms
	� 40 Bull Street, Birmingham, B4 6AF

5  �� Royal Birmingham Conservatoire
	 200 Jennens Road, Birmingham, B4 7XR

6  �� Kilder
	 5 Shaws Passage, Digbeth, Birmingham, B5 5JG
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Accessibility
We want to make sure the festival is as accessible as possible – all of our events will be hosted  
in accessible spaces.

We do not want cost to be a barrier so we have deliberately kept prices low and the same as last year.

We have bursaries available for events and workshops. Contact info@writingwestmidlands.org  
if you would like to request a bursary ticket.

We are partnering with Transport for West Midlands to offer all festival attendees the opportunity  
for free bus travel to festival events.

Follow us & join the conversation online at:
 	 /BhamLitFest

	 @BhamLitFest
 	 @BhamLitFest
birminghamliteraturefestival.org

Booking information
Booking is via TicketSource, available on our website. 

By phone: 0333 666 3366

Online: birminghamliteraturefestival.org

In person: tickets available on the door up to 1 hour  
before the event time.

Birmingham Literature Festival  
is a project of Writing West Midlands. 

Writing West Midlands is the literature development agency for the region.  
Charity no. 1147710. Supported by Arts Council England.  
www.writingwestmidlands.org. 

Events are suitable for adults and children 16+ unless otherwise stated.

Thank you to our funders, partners, colleagues, supporters,  
Board of Trustees, and our wonderful team of volunteers  
for making this festival possible.

Photos: Bob McDevitt, Irina Zoteeva, Ione Saizar, Phoebe Smith, Rama Lee, Simon Weller, Gary Calton,  
Myah Jeffers, Rosie Collins, Stephen Burke, Rosi A Mills-Smith, Ross Waldron, Michal Iwanowski,  
Mark Hannant, Lee Allen, Zak Grant, Beth Gilbert, Rachel Slawson, Hayley Benoit


